io6      LORD ACTON'S HISTORICAL "WORK
has not the span or penetration or solid strength of intellect to compress into a single volume the whole spirit and significance of a passionate and complex movement But, keeping within the more restricted compass of his interests and abilities, M. Aulard can write excellent special studies. We doubt his capacity ever to compass a gicat histoiy, for his work lacks the atmosphere, the grace, the finish and impartiality of the masters. But if he is not a Vandal or a Soiel, he is a fine example of the laborious, clear-headed Fiench scholar, who has always something new to say, and can say it in apposite and vigorous language*
But his latest work, despite the title, is no complete history of the French Revolution, omitting as it docs war, finance, diplomacy, personal adventure, and presenting a picture oi these times from which the pathos, the tragedy, and the grandeur have been purposely omitted. M. Aulard, in other words has not written a format histoiy, but rather a .series of essays upon the development and transmutation of political ideas and public feeling in France dining the fifteen year*, which divide the summoning of the States-General from the Empire of Napoleon. Such a theme exhibits all M. Aulard'.s special qualities, Now he is tracing the' republican idea through pamphlets and newspapers; now the diffusion of the cult of the goddess of Reason; now the risings and fallings of the political barometer in Paris after Thermidor and Urumaire, We may dispute his judgement or sense of proportion and relevance, but never the abundance or accuracy of hia facts. Whatever elae may be written about the French Revolution, M. Aulard's book will hold Its own as a repertory of exact and sifted knowledge.
The notion that the government of France could be other than monarchical was a plant of very slow and timid growth. M. Aulard tells the tale of the wise men, Montesquieu, Rouajteau, Voltaire, and the rest, who wrote out political prescriptions during the Ancun Rtgimc% not a man of them republican, or believing that a republican government was compatible with a large area of territory. With his extraordinary and exhaustive knowledge of pamphlet and news-